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REPORT OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE  
on 

TRANSPORTATION 
 
 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee: 
 
Transportation remains one of the most significant issues in our 

Commonwealth.  Last Session we adopted House Bill 1887, which replaced 
the black box that was the distribution of transportation funds with new 
simple and equitable formulas.  This 3rd step in the process of reinvesting in, 
reforming and refocusing our transportation programs has allowed us to 
have what will be the first ever fully-funded, constrained Six-Year 
Improvement Program this Spring.  With the first distribution of resources 
through the “HB 2” process, Virginians will see projects that will begin to 
relieve the crippling effects of gridlock and improve quality of life across the 
Commonwealth.   

 
In the budget for the upcoming biennium we will appropriate an 

additional $662.8 million nongeneral fund in fiscal year 2017 and $335.4 
million nongeneral fund in fiscal year 2018 for Transportation, bringing 
biennial spending for transportation agencies to $13.4 billion, its highest 
level ever.  

 
Using a portion of these unanticipated and unallocated funds, the 

Subcommittee has been able to facilitate a compromise on the long-debated 
proposal to add a 3rd eastbound lane on Interstate 66 inside the Beltway from 
the Dulles Connector Road to Ballston.  The amendments obligate the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board to dedicate up to $140 million of the 
unallocated amounts to this project, with requirements that environmental 
work commence by July 15, 2016.  Construction work will start in 2017 and 
the new lane will be open to traffic in 2019. This historic agreement is a big 
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win for Virginia’s economy and for the commuters who spend too much 
time on the most congested road in the most congested region in the country. 

 
This session, the Subcommittee also has worked to ensure that while 

tolling can be used to help finance high-cost projects that could not otherwise 
be implemented, limits are imposed to protect our taxpayers from tolling on 
existing open lanes and from excessive penalties for what often are 
inadvertent toll violations.  One of the reasons we could achieve the historic 
agreement on I-66 inside the Beltway was because the House passed 
substantial reforms to the Commonwealth’s statewide tolling policy.   

 
The amendments before you today contain the provisions of that 

legislation, which restrict pre-existing authority of the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board, VDOT and the regional transportation authorities.   
The provisions stipulate there will be no tolls on any non-limited access 
highways without approval from the General Assembly, no tolls on any 
existing lanes open to all traffic 24/7 without approval from the General 
Assembly, and continue tolling restrictions already in law for I-81 and I-95. 
It also ensures Virginia EZ pass holders are not charged with toll violations 
due to equipment malfunctions or accidental low balances, caps civil 
penalties and administrative fees that can be recovered for first time 
offenders at $2,200 regardless of the number of violations, and extends the 
period of time before administrative fees can increase from $25 to $100 from 
30 days to 60 days.   

  
Mr. Chairman, speaking to specific amendments, I am pleased to 

report that the subcommittee was able to approve $350 million in VPBA 
bonding authority to allow the Virginia Ports Authority to proceed with 
much needed capacity improvements at Norfolk International Terminals.  
The amendments also provide funding to support our other major “port” – 
Dulles Airport, by providing transition funding to help the Airport reduce 
enplanement costs to ensure the continued operation of a hub airline at this 
economic engine in Northern Virginia.  Release of these funds will be 
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conditioned on a variety of conditions to ensure the expenditures meet the 
public interest, and help them achieve long-term sustainability.   

 
In closing, I would like to thank Chairman Jones for the honor of 

serving in this capacity. The members of the Subcommittee have worked 
hard and I also appreciate their support in putting the subcommittee budget 
together.  Committee staff will review the attached listing of our 
recommendations at this time. I hope it will be your pleasure to adopt our 
subcommittee Report. 
 





Budget Amendment Recommendations

2016-18 BIENNIAL TOTAL
House Bill 29

Amendment FY 2016 GF NGF FTE

Transportation

HB 30 (2016-18 Budget)
Secretary of Transportation

Technical Corrections Language
Funding for Dulles Airport Stabilization Language
Air Rights on Interstate 66 Language
Return of Federal Toll Pilot Project Slot Language

Department of Aviation
Limitations on Dulles/MWAA Funding Language
Review of Dept of Aviation Programs and Funding Language

Department of Motor Vehicles
Temporary Authority Intrastate Transport Language
Database on Nonsalvageable Vehicles Language
Provision of Records to Toll Operators Language

Department of Rail and Public Transportation
Review of VRE Financial Status Language

Technical Correction Language
Rail Service Enhancement Norfolk and Roanoke Language
Capital Prioritization Review Language

Department of Transportation
Provide Funding for I-66 Inside the Beltway $290,908,679
Access to West Falls Church Metro Language
Technical Correction Language

Virginia Port Authority
Craney Island Study to Include Rail Along I-664 Language
Port Economic Development Zone Grant  Fund (4,000,000)        
Port Opportunity Fund Language

Part 5
Statewide Tolling Policy Language
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